THE  LULL  BEFORE THE  STORM
Bonnie Prince Charlie, in Florence. To do the Prince of
Wales justice, he probably never thought of marriage in
the first place, but the lady made it the price of possession.
Fox urged the Prince strongly against matrimony:
"If there was no marriage I conclude your intercourse
would be carried on as it ought, in so private a way as
to make it wholly inconsistent with decency or pro-
priety for anyone in public to hazard such a suggestion
... if I were Mrs. Fitzherbert's father or brother I
would advise her not by any means to agree to it? and
to prefer any other species of connection with you to
one leading to such misery and mischief."1
Mrs. Fitzherbert thought otherwise.
Meanwhile, the Prince's extravagance continued un-
abated, and Carlton House "exhibited a perpetual scene
of excess, unrestrained by any wise superintendence".2
The total expenditure of the Prince for the years 1784-
1786 was ^369,977, and there were also arrears unpaid.
No less than .£54,000 was spent on Mrs. Fitzherbert.3
The not unnatural consequence was another appeal to
Parliament for money, and during the course of the
ensuing discussion allusion was made to the rumour that
the Prince was married. Fox denied it, and when further
pressed said he spoke with direct authority. What had
happened was that "Prinny" had lied to get himself out
of a fix, without caring in the least for the reputation or
feelings of Mrs. Fitzherbert. That lady at once became
the butt of the caricaturists. Gillray depicted her as
"Dido Forsaken", seated upon a pyre crucifix in hand,
1	Quoted by Leslie, S.: George the Fourth, p. 36.
2	Wraxall, Sir N. W.: Memoirs, Vol. IV, p. 306.
3	cf. Wilkins, W. H.: Mrs. Fitzberbert and. George IV^ Vol. I, p. 161.
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